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SYNOPSIS

Egypt is at war with Ethiopia. Aida, daughter of the
Ethiopian King Amonasro, has been captured and made
prisoner. She now serves Amneris, the Egyptian King’s
daughter, but Aida has concealed her true identity.

ACT I 
 
Ramfis, the High Priest, will soon name the new
Commander of the Egyptian army. Radames, an army
Captain, prays the choice will fall on him. He is in love with
Aida, and hopes that if he leads Egypt to victory, he will not
only be able win Aida’s freedom, but also establish peace
between their two countries.

Amneris, the King of Egypt’s daughter, is also in love
with Radames. Victory in war would make him an eligible
husband, but Amneris fears that her servant Aida might be
her rival for Radames’ love. The King summons his soldiers
as an army messenger bring news of the recent Ethiopian
attacks led by Amonasro. Naming Radames as the new
Egyptian Commander, the King, Ramfis and the soldiers cry
out for war.

Alone, Aida is torn by her conflicting emotions: Radames
will lead the Egyptians to war against her father and
homeland, yet she cannot help loving him. She prays to
heaven to take pity on her.

Radames is invested as Commander of the Egyptian army,
and Ramfis and the Priests join him in praying for victory in
the coming war.

ACT II

The Egyptian army has again defeated the Ethiopian forces.
Amneris eagerly awaits the return of Radames, while Aida
mourns the defeat of her homeland. In order to discover
whether Aida really is her rival, Amneris tells her that
Radames has been killed in battle. Aida betrays her feelings
with a cry of despair. Amneris reveals her deception, and
swears to see Aida punished and humiliated.

A military parade celebrates the victorious return of Radames
and the Egyptian army. The King hails him as the nation’s
saviour and swears to grant him any reward. When Radames
summons the Ethiopian prisoners, Aida recognises her father,
but Amonasro warns her not to betray his identity. Aida’s  
father tells the King of Egypt that Amonasro has died in 
battle, and pleads for the prisoners’ lives. The King hesitates 
as Radames names his reward: freedom for the Ethiopians. 
Furious, Ramfis demands that Aida and her father be kept as 
hostages. The King agrees, further decreeing that Radames is to 
marry Amneris and rule over Egypt after his death.

INTERVAL

ACT III

On the eve of her wedding, Amneris spends the night
in prayer. Aida, waiting to meet Radames, recalls her
lost homeland. Amonasro has discovered his daughter’s
secret love and offers her freedom if she tricks Radames
into revealing the Egyptian army’s strategic plans. Aida
refuses, but relents after her father threatens to disown her.
Amonasro hides as Radames arrives.

Radames tells Aida he intends to demand the King to allow
him to marry her and make peace between their nations. Aida
insists that their only option is to flee from Amneris and from
Egypt. Radames finally agrees, describing their route as the
same one the Egyptian army will use against the Ethiopians.
Amonasro emerges and triumphantly reveals his and Aida’s
true identities. Radames is devastated by his inadvertent
betrayal of his country. Amonasro urges him to escape with
them, but Amneris suddenly appears. She has overheard
everything and denounces Radames as a traitor. Amonasro
flees with Aida, leaving Radames to surrender to Ramfis, who
arrests him for treason.

ACT IV

Awaiting his trial, Amneris implores Radames to deny the
charges against him. Radames, believing Aida to have
been killed, says he longs for death. Amneris tells him that
Amonasro has been killed, but that Aida has escaped.
If Radames denies his love for Aida, she will save him.
Radames refuses. Amneris, furious, leaves him to be tried
and convicted.

In front of the court, Radames refuses to answer Ramfis’
accusations. He is found guilty and sentenced to die by
being entombed alive. Amneris, unable to persuade Ramfis
to overturn the sentence, desperately curses her jealousy as
well as those who sentenced Radames to death.

As Radames is sealed into his tomb, a figure appears in
the darkness. It is Aida, who has hidden there to die with
him. Alone at last, with the voices of the Egyptians echoing
above them, Radames and Aida wait for death to take them
to a better world.

–Robert Carsen
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